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Renewed Remembering:  the Newsletter of the 
Historical Society and the David Cummins Octagon 
House 
January-February 2026 

                     Watching in the New Year! 
  In this issue:  New Years News…Civil War, Contests, Ceramics, and Coincidences…Up to 
Date and Doing at the Conneaut Area Museum and David Cummins Octagon Houe….Conneaut 
Hospital Stories and Voices…  Dock Talk Tales                        
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We Remember 

“Remembering” was the name of the original Conneaut Area Historical Society 
newsletter. Joan Barnett was the last editor, and with her death and the Covid 
pandemic the newsletter has not been published for a time. It seemed fitting to 
name this new version of the old newsletter “Renewed Remembering,” in honor 
of the former editors including Louise Legeza and Joan Barnett who edited and 
published the newsletter for so many years. We hope you enjoy it! 

The President’s Paragraph 
The Conneaut Area Historical Society wants to thank you for your continued 
support. As always, new members are welcome. You can call: 440-599-6011 
with further questions or write to Conneaut Area Historical Society, P.O. Box 
563, Conneaut Ohio, 44030. Our Historical Museum street address is: 518 Mill 
Street and our David Cummins Octagon House address is 301 Liberty Street, 
Conneaut, Ohio 44030. Come and visit us. 

Jim Jones, President 

Museum People 
Steering Committee 

Kathy Warnes Delmas Bennett 

Jerry Anderson Jim Jones 

Debbie Jones Jim Lyon 

Pat Jones                                         
Ginger Black   

Nancy Lamb 

Beth Anthony 

Jerry Janco 

Museum Officers 

President: Jim Jones 

Vice President: Jerry Anderson 
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Secretary:  Debbie Jones  

Treasurer: Pat Jones 

Historian:  Kathy 
Warnes 

 

A special thanks to Andy Pochatko at the Topky Library in Ashtabula who has 
faithfully and consistently printed our newsletter for us for the past three  years. 
We couldn’t have accomplished this without him! 

Andy as Reverend Rufus Clark, one of the key figures in his 
presentations about the Underground Railroad in Ashtabula 
County. 

A heartfelt thanks to our former Steering Committee member 
Debbie Herbel who recently moved to Chicago. Thank you 
Debbie for your many contributions to the Conneaut Area 
Historical Society and to the community. 

 

New Years News 
Conneaut Gazette. February 21, 1835.  

Conneaut, January 31, 1835.  Having recently obtained the druggist store operated 
by Dr. S.A. Danforth, Dr. Samuel P. Fenton endeavors to keep consistently on hand 
all such articles as tend to the promotion of health, and likewise to practice in the 
administration of the same, in the necessities of all souls as shall favor him with a 
call.    

Conneaut Gazette. February 3, 1837.  Doctor Kitridge’s Celebrated Sprain 
Liniment for the cure of cuts, sprains, bruises, rheumatism, an excellent remedy in 
all cases as an external remedy for horses. For sale by the single bottle by Sam’l P. 
Fenton druggist. 

August 2, 1838. Conneaut Gazette. The schooner J.G. King, Captain Augustus 
Topp, will leave this port for the Upper Lakes, on Saturday morning August 4. The 
King is a first rate strong built vessel of 155 tons , built for the Upper Lakes trade, 
with good accommodations for passengers.  
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For freight or passage, apply to the Captain on board, foot of Harbor Street, 
Conneaut, Ohio.  

Conneaut Reporter. February 25, 1847.  

 Real Estate for Sale. The subscriber offers for sale his very desirable lot and 
dwelling on which he now resides, with out buildings, fruit trees, etc., containing 
two acres of choice land, and situated in the borough of Conneaut, on the south 
side of Main Street, next lot west of Aaron Wright’s.  

Also for sale, his two story store and lot on the south side of Main Streets, now 
occupied as a Harness Manufactory by Lombard and Atwood.  Terms liberal. 
Inquire of H.G. Walker.  Conneaut Feb. 24, 1847. All those indebted to me are 
requested to make payments soon and save coal.  

Conneaut Reporter.  February 8, 1849. At my insistence, an attachment was issued 
this day by B.B. Smith, a Justice of the Peace of Monroe Township, Ashtabula 
County, against the property and effects of G.M. Tinker, a non -resident of said 
county.  

Riley Tinker 

Dated this 3rd day of February, A.D. 1849 

 
Onward the Octagon House! 
Civil War, Contest, Ceramics, and  Coincidences?  

Maurine (Moe) and Jim Tanner moved to Conneaut from 
Virginia and they brought their Civil War collection with 
them. They displayed their collection in their new house 
on Main Street, adding to it through the years.   

After Jim passed away in November 2021,  

Maurine maintained the collection and eventually decided to  

donate it to the David Cummins Octagon House.  

Moe gifted one of the artifacts from the collection to Civil War Reenactor Robert 
Scottie Edwards who presented two programs at the Octagon House last summer 
and made Civil War history real to the young people and adults who attended the 

The Two Octagon House Mascots:  John 
Ferguson and Pangur-Socks Feline 
Protector 
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programs.  We at the Octagon House celebrated a Civil Weekend on December 12 
and 13, displaying and explaining the Tanner Collection. Bob Lebzelter dropped by 
to take some video footage at our Open House 
on December 12th. 

Our Civil War Tea took place the next day with 
more than twenty visitors taking tea and other 
refreshments and taking  Retired Colonel Bill 
Kennedy’s excellent presentation about aspects 
of the Civil War. 

Contest 

Our ceramic Civil War mascot waited patiently 
for us to notice him at the Conneaut Hospital 
Thrift Shop. His patience finally paid off! We 
noticed him, bought him, and brought him home 
to the Octagon House. 

 A month ago we announced a small Christmas 
contest to name our Civil War Union soldier 
mascot who stands beside Socks our feline mascot in the Civil War Dining Room 
at the Octagon House. Contest winner Vera Piper who is a first grader wrote that 
her 4th great grandfather John H. Ferguson should lend his name to our Civil War 
soldier mascot because “he was brave “ and that she would come and visit him at 
the Octagon House.  

It looks likely that John Ferguson is a relative of Dorothy Ferguson, a Conneaut 
native who taught elementary school and owned and operated an antiques shop in 
Conneaut for many years. Second place winner Andy Pochatko suggested Grotius 
Giddings and Grotius will have a photo and biography in the Civil War Room.  

Ceramics 

The final event that ties this Civil War room story together comes from HEDJ 
Ceramics studio, who operated in Conneaut for more than years. The daughter of 
the family noticed our ceramic soldier in the announcement of the naming contest 
on Face book and she commented that he was created in the studios at HEDJ 
Ceramics.  

Coincidences?   No, Historical Happenings!  

 



6 
 

 
 

Up to Date and Doing with the Conneaut Area Historical Society and the 
David Cummins Octagon House 
In June 2026, the David Cummins Octagon House Museum will celebrate the two 
year anniversary of its reopening in June 2024. An anniversary is a good time to 
evaluate the past and present and develop hopeful plans for the future. We kept the 
Octagon House open all last winter for tours, activities, and as a base of operations 
for our historical society, since the historical museum doesn’t have heat. This is 
our second year of being open all year around. 
 
In September 2025, we were honored when Conneaut resident Moe Tanner donated 
her and her late husband Jim’s Civil War collection. This donation exactly fits into 
our Civil War era Octagon House and our mission to operate it as a museum of 
Conneaut history 
 
Our second Christmas Tea, which was a Civil War themed tea. was part of our 
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Civil War weekend which began with an Open House on Friday night and then a 
Saturday Tea.  We welcomed Col. Bill Kennedy (retired) as our guest speaker and 
featured a Civil War Menu complete with foods that would have been eaten during 
the Civil War. 
  
We have accomplished and are accomplishing a lot of archival work, are organizing 
exhibits, are welcoming a modest number of visitors, and are creating newsletters 
videos, and website material. 
 
Young people are an important part of our visitors roster and we have been thrilled 
to welcome students from Tyler Pew’s Conneaut High School history class and 
anticipate return visits.  We are in the process of displaying some of their historical 
comic books here at the Octagon House.  We have also been practicing a Civil War 
themed historical play with the young people of the Conneaut Youth Center. Our 
goal is to perform it and have it videotaped for posterity.  
 
Another important event took place over several months as we collected William 
Haines panoramic prints from our archives and took them to Framed on Main in 
Ashtabula to have them mounted and freeze wrapped.  Director David Jones from 
the Conneaut Aarts Center offered us an exhibition date for next May to allow the 
public to view this collection.  We joyfully accepted! 
 
We have had an exciting 2025 Hump Day History Wednesday program season at 
the Octagon House. Museum member Beth Anthony presented our September 
Hump Day History program about Conneaut businesses and historical sites . Our 
October Hump Day History program featured Karla Gadley presenting a program 
about the DAR, focusing on Conneaut’s involvement in the organization. 
 
Later in October,  we presented a special program about the Marquette Bessemer 
No. 2 and the Pittsburgh and Conneaut Docks and Huletts  Dr. Thomas Adams 
discussing his book about the disappearance of the Marquette Bessemer No. 2.. and 
theories about its location. Conneaut Historical Society President Jim Jones, vice-
President Jerry Andrews, and Steering Committee member Jim Lyon who 
collectively accumulated more than 100 years of working experience on the dock 
and operating Huletts talked about their experiences and memories of the P &C 
Docks.  We are working on a Pittsburgh & Conneaut exhibit to open in May 2026 
at the Conneaut Area Historical Museum. Our November  2025 Hump Day History 
program featured Conneaut veterans history and a brief history of Thanksgiving. 
 
We are anticipating the January 2026 Hump Day History program that John 
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Patterson, historian and teacher, has agreed to present and we are in the process of 
inviting trolley and railroad historian Kenneth Springirth to share some of his 
knowledge for our February Hump Day History Program.  
 
Two ongoing projects close to our historical heart and working days. We are 
planning the second part of a fund raiser to collect enough money to pay for a 
model of the Marquette Bessmer No. 2, which sank in a ferocious December 7 
storm in 1909. Nearly all of the crew members were from Conneaut or had close 
ties to Conneaut. We have found a model maker who will create one for us for 
1,500 dollars. So far we have collected $400 thanks to the raffle persuasion skills of 
Dr. Thomas Adams. The Bessemer No. 2 Model will be part of our Pittsburgh and 
Conneaut Dock exhibit and portable enough so that it can spend the summer at the 
Conneaut Area Historical Museum and its winters here at the Octagon House as 
part of an exhibit about the Bessemer’s crew and the impact of its sinking on 
Conneaut. 
 
We are also working on a school exhibit, with the goal of illustrating the histories of 
some of the early Conneaut schools and teachers.  
  
Our Octagon House winter hours are Saturdays and Sundays from 12 to 5 or by 
appointment.   Come and visit us. As well as antiques and a unique building, we 
have Conneaut history displays, scrapbooks, city directories; we have school year 
books, and military, musical, and other interesting exhibits. 
Come And See Us! 

 

Barn Quilt Square: Conneaut Hospitals 
In the fall of 2023, Steering Committee Member 
Debbie Herbel painted our museum Barn Quilt and 
it is proudly displayed on the front of our museum. 
We are thrilled to be a square in the Ashtabula 
County Barn Quilt patchwork and a traveler on the 
Ashtabula Barn Quilt Trail. The barn quilts 
celebrate Ashtabula County’s agricultural heritage, 
including the Underground Railroad network, 
natural areas preservation, and Great Lakes 
maritime history. 



9 
 

Barn quilts stretch from the Ashtabula Lighthouse to the Pennsylvania borders 
and into Lake and Trumbull Counties. Theses trail guides take visitors to the 
heart and stories of Ashtabula County history. More than 110 barn quilts on 
both public and private buildings display the tourism and historical attractions 
of Ashtabula County. For more about the history, purpose, and quilt creators of 
the Barn Quilt Trail, go to their website at Ashtabula County Barn Quilt Trail. 

 
Conneaut Hospital Stories and Voices 
Reading  written and spoken Conneaut Hospital Stories from many sources can 
create a kaleidoscope of words and facts greeting, but sometimes not meeting or 
agreeing.  

According to the Spaulding Research Project and 
Conneaut News Herald articles, Dr. John Venen holds the 
honor of being Conneaut’s first physician. Dr. John Venen 
opened his Conneaut office soon after he arrived there in 
1815. He practiced there until he died on March 20, 1875, 
and he is buried in City Cemetery. 

Genealogical sources and Conneaut News Herald 
newspaper stories agree that Dr. George Cole established 
the first hospital in Conneaut, located in part of his home 
at 313 Main Street, in 1896.   

Dr, George Henry Cole was born on September 7. 1852, 
in Sand Lake, New York, the son 

of Charles and Maria Cole. George and his brothers were 
raised on his father’s farm and according to the 1880 census,  
George took up blacksmithing as a trade for a time.   

In 1876, George married Rachael Rose and by 1880 they had 
two daughters, Maude and Mabel. Sometime in the 1880s, 
George and Rachael separated,  and Rachael and Maude 
went to live in Pittsfield, Massachusetts with Rachel’s older 
sister Urania. Mabel lived with her father, although he 
placed her in boarding school while he studied surgery and 
medicine in Albany and Cleveland. One of the four Cole 
brothers who became doctors, George graduated from 
Cleveland Medical College in 1892 at nearly forty years old.  

Dr. John Venen 

Dr. George Cole and his 
daughters Mabel and Maude. 

https://www.barnquiltsashtabulacounty.com/
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In the early 1890s, Dr. George Cole settled in Conneaut, opening a private hospital. 
He also served as surgeon and health officer for the New York Central Railroad for 
thirty years.  His mother, Maria, lived with him in Conneaut until her death in 
1901. In 1904, he married Alice Griffey. 

Dr. George Henry Cole died on November 2, 1933, and he is buried in Center 
Cemetery. 

  Dr. Cole’s hospital closed in 1920 after his death.  

General Hospital 

 
The second hospital was General 
Hospital, located on Harbor Street. 
General Hospital opened in1898 and 
included a nursing school, but it closed 
in 1904.   
 

 

An Old Timer Tells the Story of Grace Hospital and Dr. Leet 
A writer identifying himself as “An Old Timer,” wrote in a Conneaut News Herald 
column of October 29, 1942, that he considered Dr. William H. Leet “the father of 
Brown Memorial Hospital. “Besides serving as Conneaut Mayor, teaching an 
iconic Sunday School class, serving as a high official in many of Conneaut’s 
fraternal orders, and returning to Conneaut as a major serving in World War I, Dr. 
William H. Leet also attracted attention and admiration as a transitional hospital 
innovator, helping to establish Grace Hospital and easing its later transition to 
Brown Memorial Hospital. 

Dr. Leet came to Conneaut in 1902, and quickly diagnosed a pressing problem. The 
lack of a hospital. Then he prescribed a cure. By 1903, Dr. Leet, Miss Susie 
Simons, and Miss Anna Laughlin organized, equipped, and staffed Conneaut’s first 
hospital, and were instrumental in incorporating it as Grace Hospital. 

Grace Hospital was located on the second floor of the Simons Block, next to the 
Conneaut Banking and Trust, above the Post Office. Begun by three founders and 
opening with three beds, Grace Hospital quickly outgrew its original building and 
its influx of patients soon made it essential to hire more doctors and nurses.  Soon 
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the hospital moved to a new building north of the New York Central railroad on 
Harbor Street.  

The Old Timer noted that while Grace Hospital operated in a “shabby, unattractive  
building,” it had ample equipment and skilled doctors including Doctors Crile, 
Hammond, Lower, Phillips, and Fisher, of Cleveland, who performed many 
operations at Grace Hospital, Miss Laughlin and Miss Simons worked tirelessly 
with Dr. Leet to care for patients.  

Grace Hospital continued to treat patients until even several building renovations 
couldn’t accommodate the number of people needing its services. Grace Hospital 
operated until 1922 when it closed down and donated its equipment to the newly 
formed Brown Memorial Hospital. 

Charlotte Neal Remembers    
Mrs. Charlotte Clara West Neal, a lifelong Conneaut resident and wife of machinist 
Harry Edwin Neal,  recalled some of her medical memories in a reminiscence 
published in the December 2011 issue of Remembering, the  newsletter of the 
Conneaut Area Historical Society.   

Charlotte wrote “Remember our doctors? I can’t think of any before Drs. 
Raymond, Fifield, Ward, Sturtevant, and Merriman. Think how they were called 
out at night, through rain and snow, long distances into the country. It must have 
been terrible. Now, they have their cars heated and quite comfortable. In those days 
there were no hospitals. Dr. Cole had a private hospital.  

Then the Grace Hospital was organized by Grace Pratt and Anna McLaughlin with 
Doctors Upton, Leet, Wilson, and Wright on the staff.  

 Now, we have our wonderful Brown Memorial Hospital, and a staff of doctors and 
nurses, with all modern equipment 
and drugs. How we used to have 
castor oil and Sulphur and molasses 
and asafetida. Ugh! Castor oil is 
still given, but now we are given 
shots for all ailments, sulfa drugs, 
and penicillin. 

 

 
 Grace Hospital 
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Brown Memorial Hospital   

 
One of the  University Hospital narratives offers a version slightly different than 
Old Timer and Charlotte Neal’s stories. The University Hospital version says that 
Susie Simmonds and Ann Arthur founded Grace Hospital in 1903 and that Dr. 
Upson opened it with five patient rooms on the second floor of a building located 
at the corner of Main and Washington Streets. More and more patients using the 
Grace Hospital made it necessary to move to larger quarters in 1905, this time to a 
house at the corner of Harbor and 15 Streets. It took nurses Susie Simmons, Ann 
Arthur, and the remainder of the staff just one month to decorate the rooms in the 
new building with donated items and furnishings from the community. They 
purchased linens for their new buildings from Peltons General Store in Conneaut. 
Grace Hospital closed in 1922, donating its equipment to the newly created Brown 
Memorial Hospital. 

On April 11, 1922, Brown Memorial Hospital opened after a successful community 
fund raiser. when W.H. Brown donated the family homestead to the community 
and the people and businesses joined to conduct a successful community 
fundraiser. Jessie June Hubbard became its first administrator. The new hospital 
continued the work of Grace and earlier hospitals and featured operating rooms 
and a training school for nurses. 

Over the next 75 years, Brown Memorial Hospital served Conneaut and the 
surrounding communities. The Brown Memorial Hospital roster features hundreds 
of names and people stories. The names of patients, staff, nurses, doctors form an 
intricate yarn ball of community connection and service. Conneaut Historian 



13 
 

Raymond Welsh along with hundreds of other Conneaut people was treated and 
died in Brown Memorial Hospital.  

Doctors, including Dr. William Leet and Dr. Fred Upson transitioned from Grace to 
Brown Memorial Hospital. Born in Greenville, Pennsylvania in 1870, Dr. William 
H. Leet  graduated from the medical department of Western Reserve University at 
Cleveland in 1895.  During the World War I, he served as a captain in the medical 
corps and w later earned a  promoted to lieutenant colonel.  He served for 26 
months,  spending a year of his service in France.  Dr. Leet settled in Conneaut in 
1902, and by 1903, Dr. Leet, Miss Susie Simmons, and Miss Anna McLaughlin 
had organized, equipped, and staffed what would become Grace Hospital. Dr. Leet 
lived on Liberty Street in Conneaut with his family. He died on July 31, 1943, and 
he is buried in Glenwood Cemetery. 

Dr. Fredreck W.  Upson was born in Geneva, Ohio, on December 11, 1858. He 
received a literary education in the Geneva Normal Institute and in 1882, he 
graduated from the Western Reserve Medical College in Cleveland. Immediately 
after his graduation, he moved to Conneaut and established what soon grew into an 
extensive medical practice. He tended his patients at Grace Hospital and was a 
member of the Ashtabula County Medical Society. 

Dr. Upson died on March 18, 1920, and he is buried in Mt. Pleasant Cemetery in 
Geneva.  

One of the  University Hospital narratives offers a version slightly different than 
Old Timer and Charlotte Neal’s stories. The University Hospital version says that 
Susie Simmonds and Ann Arthur founded Grace Hospital in 1903 and that Dr. 
Upson opened it with five patient rooms on the second floor of a building located 
at the corner of Main and Washington Streets. More and more patients using the 
Grace Hospital made it necessary to move to larger quarters in 1905, this time to a 
house at the corner of Harbor and 15 Streets. It took nurses Susie Simmons, Ann 
Arthur, and the remainder of the staff just one month to decorate the rooms in the 
new building with donated items and furnishings from the community. They 
purchased linens for their new buildings from Peltons General Store in Conneaut. 
Grace Hospital closed in 1922, donating its equipment to the newly created Brown 
Memorial Hospital.  

On April 11, 1922, Brown Memorial Hospital opened after a successful community 
fund raiser. when W.H. Brown donated the family homestead to the community 
and the people and businesses joined to conduct a successful community 
fundraiser. Jessie June Hubbard became its first administrator. The new hospital 
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continued the work of Grace and earlier hospitals and featured 
operating rooms and a training school for nurses. 

Over the next 75 years, Brown Memorial Hospital served 
Conneaut and the surrounding communities. The Brown 
Memorial Hospital roster features hundreds of names and 
people stories. The names of patients, staff, nurses, doctors 
form an intricate yarn ball of community connection and 
service. Conneaut Historian Raymond Welsh along with 
hundreds of other Conneaut people was treated and died in 
Brown Memorial Hospital.  

Dr. Greenleaf Fifield and Captain Ananson Tubbs  
According to the biography of Greenleaf Fifield in the Williams Brothers History 
of Ashtabula County, Dr. Greenleaf Fifield possessed a strong physique, towered to 
a height of over six feet tall, and had a balanced, resolute outlook and a calm 
temperament. For nearly thirty years, he faithfully doctored the people of Conneaut 
and Ashtabula County. Like other physicians of his time, he did not bill people but 
traded his services for practical items like food, tools, or whatever his clients could 
pay. Dr. Greenleaf Fifield also had a sense of humor and fun, and liked to 
participate in practical jokes. A witness to one of Dr. Fifield’s jokes told his story to 
the Williams Brothers who included it in their Ashtabula County history.  
Dr. Fifield and Captain Alanson Tubbs played the leading roles in the story. 
Captain Tubbs was one of Conneaut’s most stalwart and well-known sailors. One 
day Captain Tubbs encountered the good doctor on a Conneaut street and consulted 
him about a minor complaint including a sore chest. Dr. Fifield told him to apply a 
big hemlock gum plaster to his chest. The Captain followed the Doctor’s orders, 
but forgot to shave the hair off his chest before he covered the entire front of his 
breast with the hemlock gum plaster.  

For a short time, the Captain felt relief and there was no soreness in his chest. Then 
as is the way of hemlock plasters, it began to provoke his skin to an intolerable 
itch. As the Willaims telling of the story put it: “The man who puts on that kind of 
a 5 plaster to please himself will be pleased twice – when he gets it off, especially 
if he forgets the preliminary shave.”  

Captain Tubbs, courageous mariner who braved the wind and waves of Lake Erie 
and its companion lakes, could not summon the courage to pull the plaster away 
from so much hair so he suffered the consequences of his inaction. For several 
days he went about his daily life and rounds about town itching and grumbling and 
trying to find a painless way to get rid of the gum plaster. After days of Captain 
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Tubbs sharing his loud, embellished suffering laced with sophisticated sailor 
swearing with his family, friends, and Conneaut at large, he confronted Dr. Fifield 
who had parked his rig in front of one of the Main Street hotels.  

A crowd quickly gathered to witness the confrontation between the doctor and the 
sailor. Dr. Fifield immediately realized that the hemlock plaster had to be removed 
and formulated an on-the spot plan to swiftly and humanely remove it. His plan 
involved great physical effort by the captain and focusing his attention elsewhere 
to make him forget the miniscule pain. Dr. Fifield called Captain Tubbs over 
behind his gig and leaning over the side, carefully uncovered the plaster.  

Quietly and quickly he gripped the top of it and tapped old White, his horse, with 
his whip. Old White sprang into a run, and Captain Tubbs had to follow. Down the 
street they flew, but even Captain Tubb’s long legs could not keep up with Old 
White. The plaster flew off almost abreast of Captain Tubbs.  

For years after the race, Captain Tubbs told the story, laughing until he cried. He 
always said that he had no sooner thrown a big stone at Dr. Fifield than he prayed 
that the stone would not hit him, because it would have gone through him if the 
Captain’s aim had been true. Captain Tubbs hugely enjoyed being rid of his large 
hemlock plaster, but he believed that the joke lasted much longer than the plaster.  

If he now quietly ventured into town, the tavern patrons and other bystanders 
would inquire about the plaster. Captain Tubbs estimated that he paid for about five 
gallons of whisky by the glass, before other stories replaced the story of the 
hemlock plaster. The source for this story is: Sketches of its Pioneers and Most 
Prominent Men by Publ. Philadelphia - Williams Brothers - 1878 - Page 127 
Captain Tubbs is buried in City Cemetery with his wife and son. 

University Hospitals 
 

 

In 1997, Brown Memorial Hospital became part of 
the University Hospitals system, and the University 
Hospital System made significant investments in 
equipment, facilities, and programs as well as major 
renovations. It expanded its services, offering 
comprehensive specialty care for Conneaut and the 
surrounding communities.  

 



16 
 

Dock Talk Tales 

The February 1982 Dock Talk, p. two, provides a tiny example of Brown Memorial 
Hospital activity. 

 

Births 

Erin Noelle Greenlee 

Congratulation to Mr. and Mrs. David Greenlee on the birth of their daughter, Erin 
Noeelle, in Brown Memorial Hospital on January 5, 1982. She weighed 8 labs, 5 
ozs, and she is now at home with David, 11, and Connie, 9, who are thrilled about 
having a little sister to help care for.. 

 

Charles Ryan Jacobs 

Congratulations to Mr. & Mrs., Charles (Kathy) Jacobs on the birth of their son 
Charles Ryan, at Brown Memorial Hospital on January 13, 1982. He weighed 9 
lbs. 10 oz. Happy and proud first time grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Eckonen. 

Megan Lynn Gaillard 

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Ronald (Mona) Gaillard on the birth of their 
daughter Meagan Lynn, on January 29, 1982. She was delivered in the ambulance 
on the way to Brown Memorial Hospital at 1:30 a.m. Mother and daughter are now 
doing fine. Her big brother, Shawn, 2 ½ is looking forward to having a playmate 
around the house. 

 

Timothy Ryan Bihlajam   

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Tim (Jodi) Bihlajama on the birth of their first 
child Timothy Ryan, on January 29, 1982, at Brown Memorial Hospital. He 
weighed 6 lbs. 12 oz.. Mr. and Mrs. Eugene *Rowena) Bihlajama are Timothy’s 
proud grandparents.  
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Join Our Patrons Program 
The Conneaut Area Historical Museum is excited to announce a new Merchant 
Patron program which is available to any local business who desires to help our 
museum to function and improve. For $50 per year (January to December, 
renewable every year) we will include your business name and phone number in 
the publications the museum produces, including a monthly newsletter, any 
future books the museum produces, and our website. If interested, send your 
donation of $50.00 to P.O. Box 563, Conneaut, Ohio 44030. We will include 
you in our list of great merchants and businesses in this area. 

 
Anderson & Crew Flooring 
221 Main St. 
Conneaut, OH  44030 
(440) 593-3573 
 

Bert  Drennen 
2400 Windsap Rd. 
Broadview Hts., OH  44147 
 

Biscotti’s Restaurant 
186 Park Avenue 
Conneaut, OH  44030 
440-593-6766 
 

Bushnell Store - Joy Brent 
5915 Bushnell Rd. 
Conneaut, OH  44030 
440-594-2084 
 

Conneaut Creek Veterinary Clinic 
382 W. Main Rd. 
Conneaut, OH  44030 

440-593-7387 
 
Conneaut Dairy Queen 
1009 Main St. 
Conneaut, OH  44030 
440-593-2765 
 
Richard and Rebecca Gaugh 
304 Bailey Rd. 
Conneaut, OH  44030 
440-593-3532   

 
Hair Shack 
444 State Street 
Conneaut, Ohio 44030 
440-549-6777 

 
House Hippo Vintage & Thrift 
471 State St, 
Conneaut, OH  44030 
440-599-4476 
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Kathi Golden Retrievers  
Kathi and Jim Swann 
11790 Pennside Road 
Albion, PA  16401 
 
Marcy Funeral Home 
208 Liberty Street 
Conneaut, OH  44030 
440-593-4253 
 
Orlando Brothers Golden Dawn 
281 Main St. 
Conneaut, OH  44030 
440-593-5039 
 
 
 

Port Conneaut Federal Credit Union 
1002 Broad St. 
Conneaut, OH  44030 
440-593-7305 
 
Pueblo Real Mexican Restaurant 
348 W. Main Rd. 
Conneaut, OH  44030 
440-265-6178 
 
Rainbow Cafe 
263 Main St. 
Conneaut, OH  44030 
440-593-2504 
Wild Wonders Play Space 
 

Wild Wonders Playspace- 
Indoor Playground and Parties 
348 West Main Road 
Save a lot Plaza 
Conneaut, Ohio  44030 
440-265-2090 
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Conneaut Area Historical Society Museum Membership Application 

 

Single $15  Couple $20 Family $25  Patron $50 

Name      Address       
City State Zip Code  Phone Number    

Names of family members  

 

Would you be willing to volunteer to work at the museum during the 
summer months? We are open Friday. Saturday, and Sunday from noon 
to 5, starting on Memorial Day and ending on Labor Day. 

No, not at this time  Yes  I 

f yes, what day or time is best for you?  

 

What type of volunteering are you interested in, i.e., maintenance, 
exhibits, archives, computer work, tours? Tell us what you would like 
to do. 

 

 

Thank you for your membership! Conneaut Area Historical Society 

518 Mill Street 

Phone (440)599-6011 (leave message if unanswered) 
Capturingconneauthistory.com 
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